NHS staff shortfall {#cesec10}
===================

The NHS could face long delays in recruiting staff from new EU members because of lack of information about countries\' training standards. Although the accession date is weeks away, the European Commission have still not provided information about whether doctors, nurses, and dentists from the ten new members were sufficiently trained to work in the UK. If the UK is not to miss out on this opportunity for an increased workforce, the Commission will need to move fast.

Distribution of donor livers {#cesec20}
============================

Donor livers are not always distributed according to patients\' need, researchers report in *JAMA* (2004; **291**: 1871--74). Researchers reviewed data from 4798 liver transplants, comparing organ procurement organisations (OPOs) with large waiting lists with those with small waiting lists. The distribution of patients\' need for transplant was similar for large and small OPOs, but significantly fewer patients on smaller waiting lists received transplants. The most likely explanation for this disparity is that small OPOs, which have few patients in great need, retain livers for less sick patients rather than sharing them with other organisations, suggest the researchers.

Foxes and cats carry SARS too {#cesec30}
=============================

Foxes and cats can also carry the coronavirus that causes severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), according to Chinese researchers. In a seminar in Guangzhou, researcher Lin Jinyan reported that civet cats, originally thought to have spread the coronavirus, are not the only wild animals with the virus. Also, of 994 people working in animal markets, 10·6% had antibodies that were positive to SARS.

Genes may affect HIV treatment {#cesec40}
==============================

An individual\'s genes could determine their response to anti-HIV treatment, according to findings in *Proc Natl Acad Sci USA* (published online Mar 15, 2004, doi:10.1073/pnas.0307067101). The researchers looked at the genes of people who were hypersensitive to abacavir---ie, those who had side-effects such as fever, rashes, upset stomach, or lethargy. Most of those who were hypersensitive to the drug had variations in two adjacent genes on chromosome 6.

UV radiation in transplantation {#cesec50}
===============================

Ultraviolet (UV) radiation could prevent graft versus host disease (GVHD), say researchers in *Nat Med* (published online April 18, 2004, doi: 10.1038/nm1038). GVHD affects between 30% and 50% of all transplant recipients. It results from T cells attacking the transplant with the help of Langerhans cells. The researchers noted that in mice, UV light killed the Langerhans cells, preventing GVHD being triggered. The rays did not seem to affect the rest of the skin.

Completion of RNAi library {#cesec60}
==========================

The first RNAi library to focus on cancer and one of the first to use DNA vectors has been completed, say Cancer Research UK and the Netherlands Cancer Institute. The collection of 24 000 interference RNA molecules, which can selectively switch genes off, will enable scientists to study specific gene function and investigate how cells respond to losing individual genes. Julian Downward, of Cancer Research UK, says: "The incredible power of RNA interference will allow us to make sense of the jumble of information produced by the Human Genome Project."

HIV not from infected polio virus {#cesec70}
=================================

HIV/AIDS did not originate from oral polio vaccine contaminated with Chimpanzee simian immunodeficiency virus (SIV), according to a report in *Nature* (2004; **428**: 820). The belief that this contamination happened in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) had led to polio vaccination being banned in places like Nigeria, which now has the highest number of polio in the world. Researchers sequenced genetic material from a new strain of SIV from wild chimpanzees in the DRC, and found that it is not related to HIV-1.

Nintendo game accusations {#cesec80}
=========================

The company behind popular games such as Super Mario and Pokemon faces allegations that it was aware that several of its video games triggered epileptic seizures in some children. In a BBC programme aired earlier this week, a company insider also claimed that despite knowing about the problem, the company chose not to remove flashing sequences from the games. Nintendo reject the claims as being "ridiculous". "We began including a warning about seizures with our games in the UK in 1993", the company said.

Negligible systemic resveratrol {#cesec90}
===============================

Red wine lovers will be disappointed by findings that resveratrol is not likely to have any cardiovascular or chemopreventive effects in human beings. Researchers said at Experimental Biology 2004 (Washington DC, April 17--21) that resveratrol is metabolised so quickly that little would reach the circulation. The findings counter in-vitro results that indicated potential protection against heart disease and cancer. However, the investigators say that oral resveratrol could help prevent cancers of the aerodigestive tract.

Pre-eclampsia and BMI {#cesec100}
=====================

Risk of pre-eclampsia rises sharply with pre-pregnancy body mass index (BMI), say researchers at the annual meeting of the American Society for Nutritional Sciences (Washington DC, April 17--21, 2004). After age, race, smoking, marital status, and education were controlled for, the higher a woman\'s BMI, the more likely she was to develop pre-eclampsia. Surprisingly, this relation held for underweight, normal, and overweight women. "While weight loss prior to becoming pregnant may hold the most promise in lowering the risk of pre-eclampsia, weight loss during pregnancy is discouraged", say the researchers.
